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AFFMôs mission is to provide the training, guidance, knowledge and resources needed to handle the  

complex issues encountered by resource families as they open their hearts and homes to children in need.  

AFFM is a phone call or a ñclickò away, at 1-800-833-9786 or on the web at www.affm.net 

Adoptive and Foster Families of Maine, Inc. (AFFM) provides support services for adoptive, foster parents and kinship providers. The services are for all 

adoptive and foster families who are licensed by the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) or have DHHS approval to adopt. AFFM provides 

services to kinship families not in the formal system. Child welfare is dependent upon a myriad of state and federal laws, rules and regulations. Decisions 

concerning families and innocent children are rarely easy, and are usually fraught with highly emotional issues. AFFM is dedicated to assisting families to 

help children find the security they deserve. Every situation in fostering, adoption and kinship is unique. AFFM helps prepare families for the challenges 

they will face, and is a resource that is easily accessible. AFFM is available 24/7. 

AFFM believes that Maineôs children have the right to be a permanent member of a stable, healthy family. For adoptive, foster and kinship caregivers to 

provide the best parenting and in a quality home environment, they need to add to their own strengths through training and the unconditional support of 

AFFM. AFFM believes that when decisions are made that affect the rest of a childôs life, there is no room for politics or personalities. AFFM believes that 

families who are willing to open their hearts and homes to provide for Maineôs children, must have total support. We believe that access to services to en-

hance their abilities and that help them to develop new skills is imperative. 

How AFFM Does It: AFFM is supported by donations, grants, a contract with the Maine Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS). The 

association maintains 501 C-3 tax-exempt status. 

Training: AFFM holds an annual spring training conference in April. The conference provides training designed specifically for families looking for 

unique and advanced learning opportunities. It is also an opportunity to network with families and other providers from across the state. AFFM offers numer-

ous training programs. AFFM works collaboratively with DHHS and other agencies to sponsor workshops and trainings that are designed to meet the needs 

of adoptive, foster and kinship families. Many resource families use the conference to receive training hours needed for re-licensing.  

Allegation Support: AFFM provides an Allegation Support Team. Nearly every foster parent will experience an allegation at least once during their 

foster parenting career. Allegation Support Team members are trained to offer non-judgmental listening, a place to vent and an explanation of the DHHS 

investigation process. Team members can also help when preparing to meet with DHHS staff. The Allegation Support Team maintains confidentiality con-

sistent with Maine Law. 

Support Groups: AFFM offers support groups in each county to all resource families. The support group meetings allow for families to make connec-

tions and form relationships with other families in similar situations. The support group meetings also allow for kids to interact with other kids as child care 

is provided for most locations with advanced notice. A support group meeting is a great resource for the whole family.  

Mentor Service: AFFMôs Resource Family Mentor Service is a support to help new resource families get accustomed to their new role. New foster and 

kinship families receive direct support, encouragement, training, and guidance from their more experienced peers. 

Lending Library: The library is a huge resource. Books, videos and DVDôs on a wide range of topics related to issues of foster care, kinship and adoption 

are available. The library has items of interest to all ages from very young children to grandparents. The listing of Lending Library materials can be found on 

the AFFM website.  

Direct Support: AFFM Staff is available to attend meetings with foster, kinship and adoptive parents. It is often useful to have someone who is not per-

sonally caught up in the issues to provide neutral clarity after a meeting. AFFM offers a 24/7 warm-line. Resource families can call anytime when there is an 

urgent need to talk with our staff. AFFMôs e-mail list serve is the fastest way to inform and notify families of topics and information that is important to 

them.  

Kinship Support: AFFM provides specific supports to kinship families who are caring for children in DHHS custody and when there is no DHHS in-

volvement at all.  

Welcome Packet: All new resource families of AFFM receive a Welcome Packet that includes a discount card, information about free passes to the chil-

dren museums, support group listings, pass to the Maine Wildlife Park in Gray, the latest Family Ties newsletter, and AFFMôs brochure.  



Adoption Announcements! 

Have you recently legalized an adoption? Want to share the exciting news with others? AFFM would love to create 

an adoption announcement in the Family Ties newsletter. Send a write up and photo  

(if you wish) to meagan@affm.net.  

Did you know that after youôve adopted you are still able to access AFFMôs support  

services? Call AFFM today to learn about post adoption support!  

The month of February will forever be one of the best months. On 

February 16th, the Moore family officially added Adrianna to their 

forever family through legal guardianship. The following Friday, 

February 23rd the Mooreôs legalized the adoption of Christopher! It 

has been a long journey of potholes, high mountains, low valleys 

and winding roads but it was all worth it. The Mooreôs are officially 

a family of four kids. Christopher and Adrianna join as siblings Ne-

vaeh and Joseph. Kinship is not an easy task, especially when it 

makes a sister and brother-in-law, the parents, but it is more than 

worth it. To be able to call Christopher and Adrianna our children is 

amazing and it made all the tough times worth it.  

~Chris, Nicole, Christopher, Adrianna, Nevaeh, and Joseph Moore 

Shawna (6) and Isabella (4) joined the Kelley family on June 
13, 2017. This adoption was a celebration of love and joy by 

their mom Debbie and extended family! 

We are so excited to an-
nounce we have adopted our 
sweet Sophia on February 23, 
2018.  Sophia came to us at 
10 weeks old and shared our 
love for 808 days and now 
she shares our last name as 
well! We love you Sophia 

Rose Shaw!    
 

~Randalyn and Dan Shaw 



Announcements 

NEW DISCOUNT IN PENOBSCOT COUNTY!  

Foxgreen Farm, LLC 

557 N. Howland Rd. 

Howland 270-2993 

www.foxgreen.com 

$7.00 off any vegetable purchase at the farm.   

No minimum purchase. Valid 1x per week per family. 

SAVE THE DATE! 
Foster Family Day at the Fort!  

Saturday May 19, 2018  
740 Fort Knox Rd. Prospect, ME.  

Keep an eye out on email list serve, www.affm.net 
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Meet the Staff of AFFM!  

AFFMôs Saco office is excited to welcome Hether Anderson! Hether is an adoptive mother of 5 children, biological 

mother to 6 children, along side her husband, Tim. Hether has been a Resource Trainer for AFFM for the last two 

years and is adding the Resource Support Coordinator for southern Maine to her title. Hether also supports resource 

families by running the Naples clothing closet.  

Monica Bushey has recently joined AFFM as the Resource Support Coordinator in the Orono office. She has a back-

ground in communication and administration. As the Resource Support Coordinator Monica will be working directly 

with support groups in northern Maine. Monica is a foster/adoptive parent and looking forward to working with oth-

er families to help support their needs.  

Reba Parsons joins the AFFM Orono staff as the Resource Family Specialist. Reba will be assisting and supporting 

families in various ways. Reba and her husband are parents to their birth, adoptive and foster children. Reba looks 

forward to this new chapter in her life and hopes to make a difference to others.  

New Discounts in Androscoggin County!  

Sippy Cup Consignment 
20-B Main Street 

Lisbon Falls, ME 04252 
520-0793  

Offering a 10% discount  

open 11-6 T-Saturday and 11-2 on Sundays  

 

We Do Windows and More 

www.mainewindowcleaners.com 

A Complete Interior and Exterior Window Clean-
ing business 

10% discount on windows 

info@mainewindowcleaners.com 

Save the Date for the 24th Maine Child Welfare Conference! 

Navigating Pathways for Families in Recovery 
Thursday, June 21, 2018 
Cross Insurance Center 

Bangor, Maine 
$80 Registration Fee Includes Lunch 

 
Featuring a Keynote Address By: Nancy K. Young, PHD, MSW 
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